
Fellowship Baptist Church, January 11, 2015—PM 

Message: “Real Religion”-- James 1:26-27 
 
INTRODUCTION: In these two verses are stated the three elements of true religion.  We 
must define religion.  Religion is the ceremonial worship of God.  It is the things we do 
such as going to church, giving, singing, praying, etc.  All of the outward show of religion 
can be done in vain or to no profit.  There is a vain religion and a pure religion.  This 
morning we look at genuine faith.  We saw that real faith changes the life.  In James 
1:26-27 we see that the life which is not changed results in a vain worship of God. 
The three elements of true religion stated here are: control of the tongue, concern for 
the unfortunate, and not influenced by the world. 
 
I.  Pure religion is to control the tongue.—v.26.  
 A.  Much damage is done by the tongue.—James 3. 
  1.  It is destructive.—James 3:5-6 
  2.  It is full of deadly poison.—James 3:8 
  3.  It blesses God and curses men.—James 3:9-12 
 B.  Jesus tells us that the tongue reveals the heart. 

—Matt 15:17-20 
 C.  We are instructed to control the tongue.—Eph. 4. 

1.  Speak the truth in love.—Eph. 4:15 
2.  Put away lying.—Eph. 4:25 
3.  Put away filthy speaking.—Eph. 4:29-32. 

 
II. Pure religion is to care for the unfortunate.—v. 27A 
 A.  “Visit” means to care for. 

B.  Being compassionate is a sign of genuine faith. 
—James 2:15-17 (I John 3:17-18)  

 C.  God’s people have always had a heart for those in need. 
  1.  George Muller founder of Ashley Down orphanage. 
  2.  William Booth founder of The Salvation Army. 
    3.  Colonel George Clarke founder of Pacific Garden Mission. 
 
III.  Pure religion is to not be influenced by the world.—v. 27B 
 A.  We are not to love the things of the world.—I John 2:15-17 
 B.  We are not to be conformed to the world.—Rom. 12:1-2 
 C.  We are a pilgrim in the world.—I Peter 2:11-12 

 

CONCLUSION: Is your religion vain or pure?  Are you living for God or just going through 
the motions? 
 


